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“Golf uses too much land for
too few people and is socially
and economically elite”
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“The golf course is an
over-manicured
environment that
uses too much water
and chemicals”
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“The golf course is
Imposed on the natural
landscape and is a
‘green’ desert”
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The R&A definition

*Optimising the playing quality of the golf
course in harmony with the conservation of
Its natural environment under economically
sound and socially responsible
management.”
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Playing quality

« Measurable performance characteristics
* Greens: firmness, trueness and speed

* Fairways: firmness, bounce and run

* Perception. Colour? Healthy!

« How good does it have to be?
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Player perception

Golf Digest course rankings now ask their
assessors to judge conditioning by “How
firm, fast and rolling were the fairways and
how firm, yet receptive, were the greens on
the day you played the course?”
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Turf performance

The TruFirm measures firmness
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Turf performance

The Trueness Meter
measures trueness of
ball roll
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Environmental stewardship

o Care for the natural environment

« Landscape and soil preservation

e Water and air quality

« Habitat management and biodiversity
e Impact of inputs

The R&A GTC/The R&A Workshops
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Economic performance

Cost of products used on the course
Cost of machinery purchase and upkeep
Cost of labour

Income generation
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Social responsibility

 What does the golf course contribute to
society?

* A source of pollution and waste?

e A draw on precious resources?

A ‘“green desert™?
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The sustainability ladder

Social responsibility Environment
e T e Playing quality

Unsustainable




The ladder of sustainability

Increasingly better
year round golf

£
Increasingly Fewer chemicals,
sustainable fertilisers, less water
£ and disturbance

Increasingly dry,
firm and airy

Unsustainable
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Sward composition as an indicator

DNA of grass

 Measures composition of
swards

o Current technigues
Inaccurate (visual) or too
time consuming (point
guadrat)
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The ladder of cool season grasses

Fescue
Fewer inputs and less Browntop bent

Intensive maintenance

Creeping bent

Avoid unnecessary
excess

Unsustainable
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The ladder of warm season grasses

Zoysia

F SWer mputs_ 2l lesis Seashore paspalum
Intensive maintenance
Bermudagrass

Avoid unnecessary
excess

Unsustainable
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Sustainability

Sustainability is about
your ability to adapt.

Will a changing world
remove the bottom
rung(s) of the ladder?

The R&A GTC/The R&A Workshops




{Z Course management: Benchmarking - Windows Internet Explorer

ale |P"

6’\ - |E, http: ffhangnail. textmatters. combenchmarking/add_data_htmi V|:‘f_! _X- | al

"I% ahr |ECourse management: Benchmarking [ ‘ @ >, E\_‘j @ o ii—,}EagE - .{j‘ Tools =

Test User, English Golf Union England | Sign out

Benchmarking ;@ ENGLISH GOLF UNION

...at the heart of golf

Benchmarking home Add data Graphs & data Printed report FAQs

Add data

Base survey: EGU survey

The forms to this survey enable vou to input information about vour facility in relation to key issues for vour country, often relating to regulatory
requirements, as identified by English Golf Union.

Additional survey

The forms to this survey provide the opportunity to enhance the information to the EGU survey but none of this is obligatory. You choose how much, or
how little, vou want to record and for which subjects and areas of the golf course.

EMGLAY

L b Remaove

You can also participate in

PLAYING QUALITY » Add
Flayving quality includes: Greens: playing quality

TEST GROUP » Add
Greens playing quality includes: Greens: playing quality

ST FOR JEZ » Add
Greens playing quality includes: Greens: playing quality

JEI'S TEST GROUF k Add

Useful information

If you want to input historieal data about vour course, you must enter this earlier data first into the Annual forms. The system allows vou to do this as far
back as zo0s. The Monthly forms are not date-hound in this way.

The svstem has built-in error trapping. If a number 15 entered incorrectly (e.g. ‘six’ instead of “6') then a warning pop-up box will appear and vou should re-
enter the data in the correct wav.

Simalarly, a warning will appear if a mumber iz entered that iz out of the expected range (e.g. a greens mowing height entered as o mm rather than 5 mm).
Do not use & comma to separate units of 1000, insert numbers only, i.e. gooo. For decimals use a full stop, i.e. 35.9. Some inputs allow for one decimal
place, others two or more. If vou input data with more than the allowed number of decimal places, a warning pop-up box will appear and vou will need to re-
enter the data.

Entering zero requires vou to tyvpe ‘e, as the system doesn't treat a blank field as zero.

return to best practice guidelines

Annual data

EGU SURVEY

0] About your facility

L | About your greens
About your fairways
Input costs

[EEE| Water, energy and waste

ADDITIOHAL

EMGLAMD —

About other areas of the
course

Lo Course closures

Monthly data

EGU SURVEY

Irigation and fertiliser
use

Pesticide use
activity

ET] Green surrounds: input
and activity

| Fairways: input and
activity

Wil semirough input and
activity

B Tees: input and activity

L Rough grassland:
manthly inpuk and activity



The service

* Available free to registered courses at
www.bestcourseforgolf.org

 Anonymous

« Compare — true benchmarking
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The service

e Record
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The service

e Record
e Monitor
 Report

The R&A GTC/The R&A Workshops

&

v B i heegral

L e b g i

WO @ G sl Soueing

- Rk

K )=
Fi - B - - (e - e -

Tesn Lisaw, Eogiien ol Ui Erpland | Bgn gut

Benchmarking ‘rﬁ ’ ENGLISH GOLF UNION

B e et g e a4d dats Grapks B dets

Build a report

Compare iy chaly cdala agaiegl
Al chiks ¥ o e vea [EEEE ¥
Surrrrary

Thea et will e incleded at the begin

rgg of the repoot

Charts To Include
Tizk tha data 37 0o @dd itne the rapart

O Al disd coesemgtis [ Asrread Sarggicidi s
[ Azl vl labeur costs &
[ crwaes: v ing bai i agariner e geass iypd [
[ Greaes: CorsIPiitien 1y af versds plaved [
Ol e
[ s Veeticoming Irequescy af airst main grat 15

[ cruaes: sdoethl
[l Greaes: 3
) 3éaris grasi Crpe agais

[0 Murhly iFrgation Walir ced 52 courss
Data Tiz hedile
Tick the fate st bo sdd it b0 the report

Anmnal Mantkh

(=] [ vep riveasing
1) uew 1] Fartilionr e
[ Ere—. [ e —

] Haw
L TWater o
Il Climatc xne
I_| Watsr murcs
|| kst ae

] b

har

crures al powr badbiy

71 vy win

71 il v

I iz o] L o vowr oours

7 Lol swwrship. T land i v pad by

71 il ezt s 7 s Geaon
71 ey 1o gras orpes M1 aner courses
[

[ aznral pachenery cus
[ amneal Tborur cxsts

[ Printed report __________JEE

[Tl 1 pag s 0




Benefits

Improve understanding of maintenance on:

e Economics (revenue and expenditure)
 Environment (footprint and compliance)
* Golfers (playing quality and disruption)
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Benefits

Benchmarking will provide the evidence that
golf’s national and international governing
bodies need to enhance the reputation of
the game amongst the environmental
movement and regulators.
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Based in St Andrews, The R&A 1s golf’s
governing body and the organiser of
The Open Championship. The R&A is
committed to working for golf and
operales with the consent of 136
organisations, from the amateur and
professional game, and on behalf of
over 30 million golfers in 123 countries.

The R&A, St Andrews, Fife, Scotland KY16 9JD
telephone: +44 (0)1334 460 000 fax: +44 (0)1334 460 001
www.randa.org www.opengolf.com




