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Governing Authorities
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“Golf uses too much land for
too few people and is socially
and economically elite”
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“The golf course is an
over-manicured
environment that
uses too much water
and chemicals”
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“The golf course is
Imposed on the natural
landscape and is a
‘green’ desert”
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The R&A definition

*Optimising the playing quality of the golf
course in harmony with the conservation of
Its natural environment under economically
sound and socially responsible
management.”
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Playing quality

« Measurable performance characteristics
* Greens: firmness, trueness and speed

* Fairways: firmness, bounce and run

* Perception. Colour? Healthy!

« How good does it have to be?
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Player perception

Golf Digest course rankings now ask their
assessors to judge conditioning by “How
firm, fast and rolling were the fairways and
how firm, yet receptive, were the greens on
the day you played the course?”
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Turf performance

The TruFirm measures firmness
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Turf performance

The Trueness Meter
measures trueness of
ball roll
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Environmental stewardship

o Care for the natural environment

« Landscape and soil preservation

e Water and air quality

« Habitat management and biodiversity
e Impact of inputs

The R&A GTC/The R&A Workshops
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Economic performance

Cost of products used on the course
Cost of machinery purchase and upkeep
Cost of labour

Income generation
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Social responsibility

 What does the golf course contribute to
society?

* A source of pollution and waste?

e A draw on precious resources?

A ‘“green desert™?
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The sustainability ladder

Social responsibility Environment
e T e Playing quality

Unsustainable




The ladder of sustainability

Increasingly better
year round golf

£
Increasingly Fewer chemicals,
sustainable fertilisers, less water
£ and disturbance

Increasingly dry,
firm and airy

Unsustainable

The R&A GTC/The R&A Workshops




Sward composition as an indicator

DNA of grass

 Measures composition of
swards

o Current technigues
Inaccurate (visual) or too
time consuming (point
guadrat)
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The ladder of cool season grasses

Fescue
Fewer inputs and less Browntop bent

Intensive maintenance

Creeping bent

Avoid unnecessary
excess

Unsustainable
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The ladder of warm season grasses

Zoysia

F SWer mputs_ 2l lesis Seashore paspalum
Intensive maintenance
Bermudagrass

Avoid unnecessary
excess

Unsustainable
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Sustainability

Sustainability is about
your ability to adapt.

Will a changing world
remove the bottom
rung(s) of the ladder?
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{Z Course management: Benchmarking - Windows Internet Explorer

6’\ - |E, http: ffhangnail. textmatters. combenchmarking/add_data_htmi v|:¢,g bl | hagle | 2 'v
"I% ahr |ECourse management: Benchmarking [ ‘ @ >, E\_‘j @ o ii—,}EagE - .{j‘ Tools =
Mr Scottish Tester, Scottish test Scotland | Sign out return to best practice puidelines |

THE OFACIAL HOME OF GOLF IMN SCOTLAND

¥ Benchmarkin
R g &?J SCOTTISH GOLF

Benchmarking home Add data Graphs & data Printed report FAQs

Add data Annual data
SGL SURVEY

Base survey: SGU survey E] About your facility

The forms to this survey enable you to input information about your facility in relation to key issues for your country, often relating to regulatory E] about your greens

requirements, as identified by Scottish Golf Union. About your fairways

g 7] About your rough

Additional survey S dard

There are no additional forms for SGU survey. ABGUE Sther arsas of the
course

You can also participate in T Input costs i
PLAYING QUALITY > Add

Playing quality includes: Greens: playing quality Water, energy and waste
TEST GROUP > Add Monthly data
Greens playing quality includes: Greens: playing quality SGU SURVEY
e L] Weather abservations
JUET FOR JEZ b Add
Greens playving quality includes: Greens: playing quality Greens: input and
activity
JET'S TEST GROUP
" e Eﬁ{;pn surrainds: innot
JEI'S TEST GROUP » Add

ET] Green surrounds: input

d activit
Useful information and activity

If you want to input historieal data about vour course, you must enter this earlier data first into the Annual forms. The system allows vou to do this as far
back as zo0s. The Monthly forms are not date-hound in this way.

| Fairways: input and
activity

Wil semirough input and

The svstem has built-in error trapping. If a number 15 entered incorrectly (e.g. ‘six’ instead of “6') then a warning pop-up box will appear and vou should re- activity
enter the data in the correct way. BT Tees: input and activity
Simalarly, a warning will appear if a mumber iz entered that iz out of the expected range (e.g. a greens mowing height entered as o mm rather than 5 mm). L2l Rough grasdland:

Do not use & colnma £o separate units of 1000, insert numbers only, i.e. so00. For decimals use a full stop, i.e. 35.9. Some inputs allow for one decimal 2 B T 22 v

place, others two or more. If vou input data with more than the allowed number of decimal places, a warning pop-up box will appear and vou will need to re-
enter the data.

Entering zero requires vou to tyvpe ‘e, as the system doesn't treat a blank field as zero.



The service

* Available free to registered courses at
www.bestcourseforgolf.org

 Anonymous

« Compare — true benchmarking
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The service

e Record

The R&A GTC/The R&A Workshops

a ] by Shangrad ctwira b o B g o bkt e e esigu_gntee N

WO @ D siragetel Moty

M Seaiish Teter, Seetich vt Foatlad | S0 oyt

THIE IO HIOME OF GOILF M SCOTLAND

Benchmarkin
e : @ SCOTTISH GOLF
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Fiarch 2105

Fun course: Greens: manthly input and activity

The irdormation you saterin this ssctioz should b the Eotal for all the gresas oz ik couneduring B ozt

Irrigation e
Waar esed in the meath for all gresns | 2H nl i

Fertitiser use

Plesese give the amount of element applied. Tou can calealate this by using one of the fommalas
Solid formwulation

Tonal elermens por apglication Jeg) = appliortion maos (oghak « peroees elemsat o prodoet) soo
Liguid fermvalation (elemest comtent @ xpresed i v of wieght 1o volome)

Tonal elermens por apglization degl = Volume applied litpesi T = percent chement in productsoo

Nitrogan |04 kg v
Plasphorus | W hp
Fotpasium 05 bp
Disease, weeds and pests
Disease
Type of disease ‘ Red Thread Disease (Laetisaria fuciformis) v

Number of greens affected ‘5

Add another

Weeds

Type ofweed |sdfero
Number of greens affected |10

Add another

Pests

Type of pest 8j230
Number of greens affected |15
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[i7] Tees: input and activity
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The service

e Record
e Monitor
 Report
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Benefits

Improve understanding of maintenance on:

e Economics (revenue and expenditure)
 Environment (footprint and compliance)
* Golfers (playing quality and disruption)

The R&A GTC/The R&A Workshops




Benefits

Benchmarking will provide the evidence that
golf’s national and international governing
bodies need to enhance the reputation of
the game amongst the environmental
movement and regulators.
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Based in St Andrews, The R&A 1s golf’s
governing body and the organiser of
The Open Championship. The R&A is
committed to working for golf and
operales with the consent of 136
organisations, from the amateur and
professional game, and on behalf of
over 30 million golfers in 123 countries.

The R&A, St Andrews, Fife, Scotland KY16 9JD
telephone: +44 (0)1334 460 000 fax: +44 (0)1334 460 001
www.randa.org www.opengolf.com




